Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

UNITED  STATES    DEPARTMENT    OF  AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN    AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASH  I  NGTON,  D.  C. 


FLM  1-55 


WORLD  HOG  NUMBERS  1951;  and  1955 


World  hog  numbers  increased  substantially  during  195U,  establishin| 
high  estimated  at  319  million  head,  6  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  9 
percent  above  the  1936-ijiO  average.    The  total  now  is  about  30  percent  above 
the  low  level  of  19i46-50,  on  the  basis  of  the  latest  information  available  to 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services 


This  gain  in  the  hog  population  will  be  reflected  in  an  increase  in  world 
hog  slaughter  during  1955  and  the  first  part  of  1956,    Supplies  of  pork  during 
1955  in  the  exporting  countries  of  Western  Europe  will  be  relatively  large  and 
there  will  be  a  substantial  increase  in  pork  output  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States.    This  will' result  in  increased  competition  for  export  sales  of  pork  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  Caribbean  importing  countries  and  other  importing  countries. 
Export  prices    of  pork  may  decline  moderately  in  response  to  the  larger  supplies, 

HOGS:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent,  or  area 

averages  1936-UO  and  19i46-50,  annual  1951;  and  1955. 


Increase 


Continent  ; 

Average  : 

:  1950  - 

'  1955 

or  area  ; 

'  1936-UO  ! 

!    19i;6-50  : 

1951; 

1955 

:1936-U0  ' 

1951; 

: Thousands  ; 

■Thousands  : 

Thousands  ; 

Thousands 

: Percent  ■ 

Percent 

North  America 

Europe 

U«S,SoR« 

Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 

:    6l^i;C0  ' 
:    76^500  : 
:    32,300  ' 
:    86,300  : 
:    31^300  : 
:     3ii;00  < 
r  2,100 

:    7i|,500  : 
59,300 
13,000  ' 
;    58,300  - 
'    33,900  ' 
'     3,900  ' 
2j000 

•  66,600  ' 
:    87,300  : 

:    99,600  • 
'    l;2i800  ' 
3,800  < 
:  2,100 

71;,  000 
93,200 

'  99,700 
1;6,100 
:  3,800 
!  2,100 

;        21  • 

Ih  ' 

\  16 
:  1;7 
:  12 

11 
7 

\  8 

Total 

\  293,300 

2i;4.900 

:  302.200 

:  318,900 

\  6 

A  summary  of  this 

information  was  published  in  the 

April  1,  1955  edition  of 

Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 
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Ex-orts  of  hams  to  the  United  States  may  continue  to  be  large  during  1955 
desnite  the  possibility  of  lox^er  prices  in  the  United  States,    Exports  of  pork 
from  the  principal  exr^orting  countries  are  either  controlled  by  state  -bradmg 
monopolies  or  producer  marketing  boards.    Under  their  export  policies  they _ are 
able  to  exi^ort  to  the  highest  priced  markets  available  to  them  x^ithout  strict 
regard  to  prevailing  market  prices  both  at  home  and  abroad.    Hams  make  \ip^a 
large  part  of  United  States  imports  of  pork  and  imports  have  been  inereasing 
steadily  in  recent  years. 

United  States  imports  of  hams,  shoulders,  and  bacon  during  19^h  set  a  r^w 
high  record  of  112 »6  million  pounds,  compared  with  106^1  million  a  year  earlier 
and  57.2  million  in  1952.    Imports  during  19$h  were  principally  from  U  European 
countries  and  Canada.    Imports  by  countries  in  million  pounds  during  the  year 
were  as  follows:    The  Netherlands,  36.8;  Denmark,  22,5rPoland,  18,55  Canada, 
17o9;  Western  Germany,  l5o5|  and  all  other  countries,  Imh-  "I 

Exports  of  products  from  Denmark  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  eligible 

to  certain  export  premium  which  are  eqiial  to  8  percent  of  the  dollars  received 

from  such  transactions.    The  export  premiums  therefore  amount  to  a  subsidy  on 
all  exports  from  that  co-untry  to  dollar  areas, 

Danish  exports  of  pork  to  the  United  States  are  handled  by  the  cooperative 
slaughterhouses  under  the  Danish  Bacon  Factories  Export  Association.  The 
cooperative  slaughter  plants  also  deliver  pork  to  the  United  Kingdom  under  an 
armual  agreement  and  these  purchases  are  made  by  the  Cattle  and  Meat  Purchasing 
Office  of  the  Government,    The  Government  exercises  a  great  deal  of  control 
over  exports  to  all  areas o    During  early  19514  it  set  quantitative  controls  on 
the  export  of  hams  to  markets  other  than  the  United  Kingdom  so  that  it  could 
meet  delivery  schedules  for  pork  to  the  United  Kingdom.    However,  these  controls 
were  put  into  effect  reluctantly  in  view  of  the  desire  of  the  Danes  to  continue 
their  exports  at  higher  prices  in  the  United  States  and  the  export  quotas  were 
set  so  as  not  to  severely  limit  these  shipments. 

The  Control  Board  for  livestock  and  meat  in  the  Netherlands  supervises  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  exports  from  that  country.    It  negotiates  an  annual 
contract  to  deliver  bacon  to  the  United  Kingdom,    Profits  and  losses  on  the 
Anglo-Dutch  bacon  contract  are  absorbed  by  the  Government's  Agricultural 
Equalization  Fund,    The  government  has  established  a  guaranteed  producer  price 
for  hogs  suitable  for  bacon  production.    A  "pig  fund"  for  price  support  is 
used  for  the  benefit  of  pig  breeders  in  general  and  works  as  a  price  stabilizer 
or  to  encourage  or  discourage  bacon  production  as  circumstances  dictate. 

Exports  of  foods  from  Poland  arc  handled  by  a  state  trading  agency.    One  firm 

in  the  United  States  has  an  exclusive  importing  arrangement  for  pork  products. 

Each  year  a  new  contract  is  signed  for  the  purchase  of  spocnfic  quantities  of 
pork  products,  mostly  canned  hams,  at  sijecafic  prices. 
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Increased  output  of  pork  in  the  i-iorld  has  been  the  result  of  favDrablc  feed 
supplies  in  the  main  hog  producing  areas  of  the  world  and  prices  of  hogs  have 
continued  at  levels  which  have  given  incentive  for  oxp3ftded  output* 

During  the  past  ycar^  hog  numbers  increased  11  percent  in  North  America;,  8 
percent  in  South  America,  and  7  percent  in  EurapG*.'  Numbers  in  the  UcS«S,Ro 
continued  to  increase.    Apparently  numbers  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Oceania  did  not 
change  much  during  the  year. 

Hog  numbefs  in  the  United  Sta_tes  increased  6J  million  head  during  19^h  and 
the  January  1,  1955  inventory  of  5^""million  head  was  the  largest  since  1952, 
The  number  on  farms  in  Canada  in  December,  1951^  of  ^^h  million  head,  was  l5  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier  and  was  the  greatest  since  December  195l»  Further 
increases  in  the  1955  spring  pig  crops  in  both  Canada  and  the  United  States  are 
indicated  on  the  basis  of  farmers  breeding  intentions «    It  is  believed  that  hog 
numbers  have  continued  to  increase  in  Mexico,  but  have  not  changed  much  in  Cuba* 

Numbers  now  are  greater  than  a  year  ago  in  nearly  every  inportant  hog  pro- 
ducing country  in  both  Western  and  Eastern  EuropCo    Hog  production  in  practically 
all  the  countries  is  greater  than  prewar^    Large  gains  have  been  reported  in  hog 
production  and  slaughter  in  Western  Europe  since  the  low  levels  of  World  War  II* 
For  example,  inventory  numbers  in  Western  Germany  are  more  than  double  their 
19[i6-50  average.    Numbers  established  an  all-time  record  of  lli»5  million  in 
December  195U]  17  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  l6  percent  above  pre- 
war^   An  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  sows  on  hand  indicates  that  the 
upward  trend  in  hog  production  continues  and  that  large  supplies  of  hogs  for 
slaughter  arc  in  prospect  for  1955o 

Numbers  in  Denmark  may  have  reached  a  peak  in  the  current  cycle  in  late  19^h 
or  early  1955  and  may  turn  downward  in  1955.    Hog  production  is  less  profitable 
than  a  year  ago  and  prices  of  imported  and  domestic  grains  have  been  rising  as 
a  result  of  the  smaller  production  during  195Uo    The  number  of  bred  sows  has 
decline da^  • 

Hog  numbers  are  over  3  times  as  large  as  the  postwar  average  in  the  United 
Kingdom  where  price-support  -oolicies  have  encouraged  hog  raising. 

It  is  believed  that  1955  spring  farrowing  in  France  will  be  greater  than  a 
year  earlier  and  that  slaughter  will  increase  during  the  fall  of  1955.    It  is 
reported  that  about  75  percent  of  the  hogs  raised  for  commercial  slaughter  are 
of  the  English  Large  White  breedo    This  breed  was  first  introduced  into  France 
about  25  years  ago  and  its  popularity  has  spread  rapidly.    Pork  produced  from 
such  hogs  is  of  very  fine  quality. 
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It  is  believed  that  hop  numbers  in  the  Iron  Curtain  Countries  of  Eastern 
Europe  have  increased  substantially  from  their  low  levels  at  the  end  of  World 
V;?.r  II. 

Hog  numbers  in  Communist  China  have  continued  to  increase  on  the  basis  of 
figures  appearing  in  Chinese  publications  and  radio  reports.    It  has  been 
estimated  that  there  were  over  77  million  hogs  in  China  in  1953  compared  id-th 
about  42  million  adoring  19k^^0,  and  6^  million  during  prewar.    In  recent  years 
hog  numbers  have  also  been  on  the  upturn  in  Japan  and  South  Korea. 

In  recent  years  hog  numbers  in  Brazil^  Chile ,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Peru,  and 
Uruguay  have  been  at  relatively  high  levels.    However,  numbers  in  Argentina 
during  the  past  2  years  were  unusually  low,  principally  the  result  of  shortages 
of  corn,, 

All  indications  point  to  a  continued  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  the  Belgian 
Congo  and  Southern  and  Northern  Rhodesia.,    Numbers  in  Madagascar  and  Tunisia 
have  been  declining  in  recent  yearso    Hog ■ production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
continues  to  decline.    Slaughter  in  19^h  was  the  lowest  in  several  years  and  a 
further  decrease  is  expected  during  19^5. 

Hog  numbers  are  still  considerably  below  prewar  levels  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand. '  Australia's  hog  population  increased  20  percent  during  the  year  ending 
March  31,  19'?h)  but  it  seems  probable  that  numbers  remained  relatively  unchanged 
by  March  1955.    The  number  of  breeding  sows  in  New  Zealand  at  the  beginning  of 
1955  was  7  percent  greater  than  the  year  earlier,  indicating  a  moderate  increase 
in  hog  nimbers  and  production  during  1955.    It  is  reported  that  dairy  by-products 
feeds  are  not  being  fully  utilized  in  New  Zealand  due  to  the  relatively  low  re- 
turns  from  hog  production. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Cro^.  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports  of  Agricultural 
attaches  and  other  U<,S,  representatives  abroad. 
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